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[Fuji Climb]~ Chasing the Rising Sun ~

During Summer break | continued mountain chasing with friends | had previously climbed Mt.
Tsurugi and Mt. Ishizuchi with. One of them had finished his contract as an English teacher, and
we planned to climb the tallest mountain in all of Japan as a send off to him. We climbed 3,776
meters, all the way to the peak of Mt. Fuji!

The climb was over 2 days towards the end of July. Hopping on a bus in Tokyo, we rode to Mt.
Fuji's 5th station where we began our ascent in a dense fog on the Yoshida Trail. We climbed
about 4 hours to the Torii So rest station to eat and sleep during a thunder storm, then set out
again at midnight for a 5 hour climb to the peak in freezing wind (although there was snow at
the time). The sunrise over a sea of endless clouds was worth all the work it took to get there.
Being at the peak truly felt like walking into heaven.

Once we explored the entire ring of the volcano, we started heading back down. Descending in 1
day alone, which was the most exhausting part of the whole experience in my opinion, lol. We all
felt nearly dead once we made it back to our hotel room, but we were so energized by the view
from our window that we spent the next day at Fuji Q riding record breaking roller coasters!

It was an experience | will treasure for the rest of my life.
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