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[Beyond the Score: How Sports Unite Us]

Regardless of race, gender, or background, sports have a unique power to unite people globally.
While | am not athletic myself, | love watching games with friends. Sports teach us invaluable
lessons about teamwork, grit, and resilience.

Living in Japan, the "Samurai Blue" craze completely captured my attention. My students and
colleagues at Matsuno JHS were so passionate about the FIFA World Cup that their enthusiasm
was contagious. Since my home country did not have a team in the tournament, | proudly
cheered for Japan. The Samurai Blue fought incredibly hard, and though their journey ended in
the knockout rounds against Brazil, they left fans worldwide immensely proud.

Back in the Philippines, basketball, boxing, and volleyball usually take center stage over soccer.
| vividly remember how the entire nation would pause and unite whenever Manny Pacquiao
fought. Today, a new generation of Filipino athletes is inspiring the world. For instance, tennis
star Alex Eala made history by reaching a WTA 1000 semifinal and winning a Grand Slam
main-draw match.

Young athletes like her remind us that with a dream and hard work, anyone can reach the top. |
truly hope their stories inspire my students to chase their own dreams, no matter how big they
seem.
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