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[ The Mountains]

| really love the mountains around Matsuno. One of my favorite things to do every day is to look
at them on the way to, and from work. They have a quiet, yet imposing beauty that’s hard to
describe.

In Ohio we have vast expanses of fields, and rolling hills, but no mountains. The closest
mountains to me in the US are south in the Rockies, and |’ve only seen them a couple times. Ohio
has its own beauty, but | have been so charmed by the presence of mountains that |'ve begun
climbing them in my spare time.

| started right here in Matsuno with Kagomorijou (I'm unsure if you
consider that a mountain, lol), and then climbed Onigajou and its
surrounding 2 mountains with friends last year. During golden week
of this year | climbed Mt. Tsurugi in Tokushima with a separate
group of friends, and later this month | plan to climb Mt. Ishizuchi
in preparation for climbing Mt. Fuji in July.

| feel very connected to nature when I'm in the mountains in a way
that | don’t think | would have ever been able to achieve if | hadn’t
come to Japan, Shikoku specifically. I'm jealous of the people who've
lived around mountains their whole lives, lol.

They’re such a beautiful part of nature.
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