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[ Spring for Me]

Spring is finally here! | have been enjoying the sight of plum,
peach and cherry blossoms everywhere. In my recent trip to
Osaka, | was amazed to see the blossoms around the castle
grounds. I’ m also looking forward to the spring weather, except
for it being the allergy trigger.

For most people, spring symbolizes a new beginning. For me, it is
a beautiful reminder of impermanence. The cherry blossoms
themselves symbolize the transitory nature of life.

Last March, we held the graduation ceremony at Matsuno Junior
High School. This batch of graduates are very special to me
because |’ ve been their ALT since their first year JHS days. |
couldn’ t help but feel emotional to see them graduate and
prepare for high school. | know that my presence in their life is
temporary but | will always remember all of them by heart.

The concept and even the season of spring is actually very new
to a Filipino like me. The Philippines experiences only two main seasons: the dry season from
November to April and the rainy season from May to October. So, the academic events are also
different. We usually have graduation ceremonies
in April and opening ceremonies in June after the
summer vacation. While the schedules aren’ t the
' same, the feeling of transition is similar. Students
come and go. They move forward to a different
chapter in their lives. My role is to do my best to
help them in my little ways while they are still my
students. So that, just like a flower in the spring,
they would also blossom in their own field.
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