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[Morinokuni Summer Festival : Meeting Kijou Daiko]

My first impression of Matsuno was at the 2023 Summer Festival. | remember sitting on the
grass watching the stage show before the fireworks started. Every piece was amazing, and
every performer was incredibly talented! Then, Kijou Daiko came onstage with a serious look on
their face. From the first drum beat, they held the entire audience's attention, and | was deeply
moved by the flowing, powerful, and unified performance. Afterwards, Kate looked at me and
said, "Maybe we could play too? Let's ask!"

Two years later, we're now part of the team! This year's summer festival was so much fun! It
was my second time playing taiko at Matsuno Town's summer festival, and my first time in
Japan spinning fire in front of an audience! In any way, performing with them was a joy and
honor that | will never forget. It can also be for you, the readers!

Every week at the Matsuno Community Center (Wednesdays at 7pm), Kijou Daiko members
continuously hone their skills and stage presence, and new participants are always welcome if
you'd like to give taiko a try!
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