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[Kate's 2™ Year: Doing More and Being More]

It's been two years since | arrived in this beautiful town. During my first year, | was just
thankful to be assigned in the countryside and not in the big cities of Japan. Now after two
years, | am grateful specifically because | was lucky enough to be here [Matsuno]. It feels the
same, but different.

At the junior high school, my first batch of first grade students are now in their third year
preparing for high school. | can still remember how we were just practicing the past tense of
verbs before, but now they can understand and translate English paragraphs to Japanese. The
students are also very active in participating in the monthly English board challenges. Some of
them also engages in conversations with me even
after English classes. It makes me so happy. In the
nursery school, we have introduced more English |
songs and basic lessons. In our weekly English
conversation classes with adults, I'm trying to make
learning more fun, too. Aside from school work, | have
been more active with playing the Japanese drums,
too. I may still not be the best at it but it is always a
pleasure to perform with Matsuno Kijo Daiko. In some
performances, | have tried being the MC, speaking in
English and a little Japanese. | hope more younger
individuals would join the group.

Because of these reasons, my two years in Matsuno
are very special to me. | wish | can still stay here for
a few years. My motivation now is to see my students
improve, to further deepen the relationships | have
built, and to grow as a person. | want to experience
more and grow even more.
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