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[Summer Break in April]

In Japanese schools, a new school year starts in April. In the
country where | am from, it’'s a little different. April is the time
for graduations and closing ceremonies. After the graduation
and closing ceremonies, there is a 60-day long summer break,
for teachers and students. The new school year starts around
late July. In the Philippines where there are only two seasons,
the rainy season and dry season, summer begins during this
vacation period. It’'s the start of summer and it can be the
hottest month of the year. The first 30 days of this break are
designated as a period for teachers and students to relax and
enjoy well-deserved personal time without any school-related
commitments. In the second half of the break, various activities
such as but not limited to learning camps, remedial classes,
enrichment activities (such as research seminars and workshops on journalism, drama, ICT,
etc.), and festival of talents (such as debate/speech contests, sing and dance contests, math
and science quiz competitions, sports tournaments, etc.) are held. However, participation in
these activities is voluntary for students. After the 60-day vacation, teachers and students
can then come back to school, recharged and well-rested.

[My Elementary Graduation]

Just like how the trees take a rest during the winter, to enable its flowers to bloom in the
spring, people also need to rest in order to start again. | have always loved spring because for
me, it symbolizes being able to reset towards a new chapter of life. | hope that everyone will
have enough rest and be able to take a reset this new season.
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