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[Tatak Pinoy: Celebrating Love on Valentine’s Day]

In the Philippines, “love is in the air” every February because of Valentine’s
Day. Many Valentine’s Day traditions in the Philippines mirror familiar
Western versions such as giving flowers, chocolates, stuffed animals, and
romantic cards or going to dates. Filipinos tend to be very creative in
expressing their affection and celebrating all kinds of love.

One famous traditional Filipino way of expressing love is through serenades called “harana”.
Back in the day, the young man would go to his lady love’s house, bringing a guitar to serenade
her with songs by her window. However, nowadays, harana is not only for lovers. In schools,
most students would serenade their teachers during this day to make them feel special. Even
though harana is not so popular now, Filipinos still love to sing love songs.

In some towns, the local government will organize mass weddings for free during Valentine’s
Day. This is called “Kasalang Bayan” in Filipino. The nuptials help couples who can’t afford to
get married by themselves. Usually, couples prepare their own wedding cake, flowers, and
wedding rings. During a Kasalang Bayan, the local government sponsors all the wedding
materials. Ten to a hundred couples can get married at the same time on Valentine’s Day. Isn’t
that amazing?

Whether you are single or with a special someone or even just with your family on Valentines
Day, | hope you remember that everyone deserves to love and be loved.
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