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[Back to School]

Most Japanese people | ask tell me their image of a new school year is a spring filled with cherry
blossoms, but my imagination always thinks of autumn leaves. In American schools, the new
school year starts in September after a three-month summer vacation. Japanese school start in
April, and after about a month of summer vacation, the new school semester starts in
September. This is a big difference between Japanese and American schools.

The length of our summer break was heavily influenced by the Agrarian calendar. A long time
ago, children would study for 9 months of the year, and take a break for the remaining 3
months. However, this time was used to help their families farm and harvest crops during
Autumn. After the industrial revolution this break was moved to summer, as it was the hottest
time of the year (because we did not have air conditioning). Currently not as many children
need to assist with familial work, but we still use that time to recharge, travel, or even work
part time if you're old enough.

The long break is nice, but | often felt like | had forgotten a lot of what | had previously
learned once | returned to school as a student. Regardless, | hope everyone reading this is
having a great summer before we all begin classes again!

(BARZER)
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