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[Kate’s Chapter One in Matsuno]

It’s been almost a year since | arrived in this beautiful town of Matsuno. | was not really
expecting anything but | was happy to be placed in the countryside rather than the city. | think
that living in Matsuno has a lot of advantages. It is comfortable to live here. The connection |
built with the people here feels more genuine because it is a close-knit community.

| was assigned to a junior high school, and all the teachers and students were very kind to me.
It makes me happy whenever they try their best to communicate with me in English an. What
surprised me is the efficiency of the education system here in Japan. Although, some rules are a
bit strict and rigid, students still have the opportunities to experience many things. | enjoyed
many activities with the students such as the educational camp in Ozu, the Botchan Theater
experience in Toon City, the field trip from Matsuno to Kihoku, and many more. Also, | have so
much fun playing Japanese drums with Matsuno Kijo Daiko. | am thankful to everyone.

Right now, | am still learning Japanese. | have improved since | first came here but it is still a
challenge for me to communicate and establish deeper relationships. | am reminded that | am a
foreigner and | am far from my real home. There are still many things that | haven’t discovered
about Matsuno and Japan. But, | am always willing to learn from everyone and everything. This
is still Chapter One. | look forward to spending more chapters of my story here in Matsuno
town.

(BA&RER)

CHELVMBEICRTHSHWIENREFT T, FEEHD. HETELBLASBICERENREDIE
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53K TANDCEERBIZIEENEDET, CO1TE. KNTOHBEF v+ 7. HEHTHOIH>
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